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This dispustingly typefilled publicatiun seems to be SPACEWARP 1 8, April 1983, in-
tended for the 1434 Mailing of the Spuotetor Amateur Press Socieby. Investigating
the blank spot in the issue number above, I discern that the TWO key has venished
from this typer (I'm sure to the great relisf of all regular readers of this pub-
1ioatien who have hed to put up with it's misalinement fur so long). Maphey, once
T get this stencil ocut of it, I cen turn it ever end shake the vanished typefacse
from ite innards. I hope so. I oan get elsng without the number TWO, but it would
be felicitous and comforting to heve the WIUTEMARK that accompenies it. In the meen-
time T will substitube the questionmerk (1), to the utter confusion of all ooncern-
ed.

This gine is perpetrated by Arthur H. sapp, 87 Grovania Drive, Bloomsburg, Py
17815.

Nieki informs me that as of next meiling this whole bloomin' Society bhecomes
the monkey on my beck., Whatever efficisl pron-uncements T have 4o meake will ¥e in
THE SPECTATOR, whers presumakly you have already seen them before turning to SPAMT-
WARP. Off the record, tho, I'd like to mention that until our quantity of nwimbers
end of zines in the mailings come up %o higher levels, I will be innliiied to wink at
the rule egeinst giving credit for reprint material. If you've got enough extras
of a zine you published for some other epa, er for geusral circuletion, end went to
run it thru SAFS in plece of a couple pages you need oredit for, ittll work 2T THE
MOMENT, ®But won't onos we get our act together agein.

Of course, TANSTAAFL, and the
catch is that I war. all SAPS membors 2o metively try to get their fannish friends
onto ‘the SAPS roster, until we have even that traditionel tling, a waitlish. Uabil
Wicki end I work out how we're going to handle the surplus stock, T can'i promise
thet sample ccogizzs will we availabls, bubk I'11 surd be glad to send info on our
rules and regulations fo any prospectlve member whoe droeps me a pe or letter asking
for it.

For those who came in late, 1 wianht oxplain thet Nency end I and our two sons
moved up here to 4 acres on an Appalachisn hilltop about 6 years ago, with the idee
of becoming as self-sufficient a3 possible. We resise chickens, goese, ducks, and
have about & helf-acre in garden(which I shculd be out plenting this warm sunny Good
Friday insteed of sitting at a typer). We streteh my Army retirement pey by sellirg
eggs, produce and berries at a nearby farm warket, and wy VERY part-time work as a
postal clerk (like, ? hours a week). We gerden orgenically, try to preserve the en-
vironment , campaign against the lozal nuclisar power plant and sther ebscene menifes
tations of civilizaetion, and ksep heping thet one of these ysars the blossoms on owr
fruit trees won't get zappsd Ly the frosd befers they got polinated.

The only thing
we miss about Faltimore fwhere we Ilurmerly lived; is the Public Library system, which
is, or was then, one of the best I've ever encountered. Bubt despite its culturel
attractions, the city is ne plece to hring up kids, nou if you cen raise them in
an environment liks this inskead.

Incidently, today is Nancy's and my 274 wedding anniversary. What's thet got
to do with SAEB , you ask? Well, we were both SAB members wefere we wece married,
and in fact that's whet led to our corresponding, meeting in person, end all the

rest of it. Now you see why I went this srganization te keep geing, and to achieve
its former glery?

ART RAPP 1 Apr 1923
dod % % F %k kK ¥ ¥ k ok Kk k # k Kk Kk Kk % % & o ok k k % k % ok k & Kk Kk *k ok k Kk k % ok k %
: The following 3 peges are a coentinuetien-of Meiling Comments on SAPSMailing
* 141 (Oct 1937), which I hed to abendon in midparagraph for reasons mentioned
L]

in the last issue. Borry for the delay, folks. Cocmments on Mlg 147 £ill
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ke the remainder of the issue. Now 1f T sen oniy eviese some kind of cover...



«..88 I was saying before 1 was Ilnterrupted

THE @OLONIAL COMMENTATOR 3 (Edmonds): Yo nouse extension seems $0 heve werle d
: out better than eurs as far as c¢rifenac goes.
When we added one, five years ago, we included a 6x14 foot reom that was supposcdto
hold our bookshelves end btyping and mimes egulipmens. Unfortunately, Nancy pot Lo
it first with her plant tables and fluorescent wnitws for sterting seellings, so mes
of our bocks are still in cartons in ihe attin, and the % ping and mimeoing gebs
.done wherever in the house I can find a cleer norisorcal surfece, whioch tekes a bit
of searohing at %imes. Lucidly my mimeo is v uliimate basie model whioh, with its
feed and receiving trays folded up, oscupics only about m "x'x  foot oube, not much
bigzer than this typer, in fact. ## Socialism: 1f you defins it as gevernment owa-
ership of the means of production, I suppose Australia is more Socialistic then the
U.S., but if yeu modify the definition to government control, there’s not much dif-
ference betwsen the two countries. The U.S. government secems %o prefer indireot
methods. For example, the mein reason for twildiny the vast Interstate Highway sy -
tem after WW IT was thet the Defense Department had seen how much more vulnarable
rellway lines were to bombing than highway networks. (It was an unaveldeble side
effect of the tremsportetion policy thet the highway sycter mede truck transport
aeconomically more efficient than rail trensport in most cases, thus conbributing =
the deoline of the existing railway system, whieh is now all but defunct). In the
case of farmers, the government seldom tells bthem what to grow, but it manlpulates
prices and subsidies so that the farmer's best hope of profit is to grow the crops
+the sgricultural plenners have decided are needed. Ome of the reasons why Chrysler
Corporation got government guarantees of its loans a couple years back ig that they
have the expertise and the factoriss to produes mllitary tank engines in quaniit .
{(Tnsidently, it is perhaps grounds for optimism thet the government as yet asan’'t
comé up with major subsidies far the steel industry: apparenkly they esren't ox-
pecting demend for full-capauity steel preduction for militepy purposes in the near
-~ future ) Tn general, I think any modern government has tg have effective control
of sommerce and industry if 1t is to implement its poiicieg at all. ##* yot Joyner
about representative govermment: I am reminde of two locml oandidates for the
House of Representatives in last fall’'s elisction. The inowunbent had been elected
at the game time ms President Reag-y, and had announeed at the time that his first
priority as a Congressmen wes supporting Reagan's policies, and his sgcomd, to help
the digtrie% fram which he had boen eleoted. His opponent oonstantly brought this
up during his cuaapaign, deolaring "MY first end only priority will be to help the
people of this iistrict. (He wong of oourse) Assumineg both were sincers, this
raises the questioa of whether a representstive o the nationel government shoul
view.1ssues from a national er a local gerspective. If the letter, than it would
no doubt be wise %o elect the greatest con-man availeble, sinee he would probably .
he more telented at grabbing an adeguate share of the loot for the home folks. bHuw
personally I feel thers is need [or statésmanship in the national government. The
problem remains of finding & represenkative trustworthy enough so that even when
~you dor.’t anree with him on some issues, you heve enough -onfidence in his judge-
ment to¢ {ec. that perhaps he is meting in the bee’ interests of the country as a
whole. ## yet Jarog aboat climate: According to iny old geography beoks, your cli-
mate in Canberra is Subbtropical Humid, =cm= as in the southeastern part ef the US.
(Tonnessee, Georgia, Florida, and such states as that). T'g surprised that you
haven't seen snow before, tho (unless you meant falhnh snow) since the map shows
an area oalled Spnowy Mounfains just 58 miles or so southeast ef you. Or were they
nemed after a person named Snow rether than the white stuff itself?. (Speaking of
snew, we just got 14 inches ef 1t dumped on us in a Ltwelve-Lour perisd. Friday
afternoon & night, ef course (we always get sur blizzords on Priday, ne doubt be-
gause Saburday merning is when .I have te drive from here to Riverside to keep up
the traditions of the postal servioe Neither snow nor rain nor rloam of night
stay thageswlft couriers from the cempletion of their appointed rounds -- it is
raraly gquoted correctly, mest peoples misquote it as 'swift oqmp1e+i\ﬂ ~instead of
svift courlers -- anyhew, I put tire chelns on my 166 Chevy snd goteto werk with
little trouble,.passing sseveral stueck wvehicles along the way. O when will spring
arrive?



SPACE WANDERER #6 (Toyner): Privete enterprise in Space: In the Aug 61 ANALOG,
JWempbell noted the tremenduus propagende vietory the
USSR had achieved by putting the first men inte orbit. He peinted out that the US
Project Farside, ¢ bsloon-launched rocket prebe linat held the sltitude reocord, had
been two-thirds financed by private eaterpri » (the Ford Motor Company picked up ths
teb after President Eisenhow=r nsub back the NASA budget). AMnd he suggestéd that tie
way to beat the Russian poopaganda campeign and at the same time meke the US spmce-
oonscious would be for Americen companies to orbit advertising bsloons (1ike Boho,
but of white polyethelene, not reflectorized ss was BEoho, 5¢ that they would ®e vis
ible with the cheapest binoculars or telescopes. "fre tnited FruitCompeny could ef-
ford a beloon shaped 1like a benans -- RCA could readily divert m fraction of their -
advertising budget to wut a radio tube in n:Lit. The Coox Cola Company could certain-
1y adventage (sic) from putting their Tamiliar shape -~ eiready known arcund the - &
world -- into orbit around the worldi" (Oh, by the way, the Project Farside shots
coet about 870,800 each. T guess infldetion wculd raizs that figure some these deys,
but surely rot into the seme, er, astronomical cetegory as Saturn boosters...) #&
Naked ETts: But clothing is a.unique human invention. The normal way a speciss a-
dapts to unsultable temperestures is by physiologicel modification -- like growing a
hairy pelt, or a suboutaneous leyer of fat. {Arctic Eskimoes work stripped t¢ &he
waist in howling ¥lizzards, or plunge their bare hands into freezing salt water with
no apparent discomfort. Surely that sort of adaptation is handier than havin, to
bundle up in srtificial coverings every time the temperature drops a. faw jiogrees? )
On the other hand, if you're thinking of modesty instead of proteciion, there's
Mark Twain's observation (which I'm probably not quobing accurstely) that Men is the
only animal that blushes -~ or needs to. 45 Have you ever read "Ultima Thule" by
Mpck Reynolds? It appeared in ANALOG, Mer 61, W:ut has no doubt been enthologlaed
somewhere. 'Tis about a legendary figure oniied Tommy Peine who goes from plepet t o
planet overthrewing governments. Loks of thought~?rovoking Political rhilosophy In
it {also in meny obher siories by Reynolds). ## "Test.Ship was interesting, end
80 ftrue-to-bureavoratic~life. Did you get sny reader feedbaak from INKY TR ATLS on
it, by the way?.

ALMOST REALITY #¥ (Woosley): Stereotypes: Scweone (Harlem Eliison, it may have bee n)
had e olassic cam=:i: wn the cast of Star Trek when i
first eppeared on TV: They not only ccmdined their token bleck and token woman, but
they made her a telesphone operetor as well! 2*nd some people like thelir. stereotypes :
" Bvery oouple of years the local high school board comes up with the idea of awarding
school letters for scholastio achievement ms well as athletlcs; they are dismayed to
find that not only do the jocks teke a dim view of eggheads invading their territory,
wut the acndemic types themselves don't perticularly cere o be mistaken for athletes.
(Which proves, I guess, that all girls aren't fascineted only by musclemen), #¥ 'l
Gongo Physicist’ inspires me to wonder if ths local priest, at Gallleo's next cenfes-
sion, didn't impoze a penence on him for gazing at the chaudelier when he should have
woen paying sttentien to Mass,

SISU THE BIGHTH (Syrjala): Fascinating infs on co-ops. Are you femilier with Orgem-

i¢c Gardening megesine's Prcject Cornucopis? It's a study
of the food distribution system in the U.S5. Prelimina:y conclusions are thet grest
savings in erergy consumption as well es insursnce against disruption by war or net
ural catastrophe would result if more food crops were grown locally rather than shi r .
ped in from out-of-state. Of course there are some excephions: citrus would iswe to
come from the South, fer example. But it really doesn't make sense to ship lettucs
from California to Maine, and potetees from Maine te California, wnen they could be
grown locally and eliminate the energy needed for transport.

THE BELLIGERANT EBEELLE, O'CO'SEY (Stefl): Teacher pay: One locel scheol district
has just agreed to a two-year contract
which provides for a $1408 pay raise (plus' fringe benefits) each yeer for the next
two yerrs. That's edout 10% per yedr, st o guess. Megnwhile the cost-of«living in~
creass for militer 7 reti rement pay hes been oencelled by Reegan, as well as a simi-
lar provisimm in the pustel employees pey scale, I can get nlong (T hops) without
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a COLA inorease, at least if inflation stays ab its present rate, but should I be o~
verjoyed thet teachers are not required te meke & comparable saorifice, and ind_eod
that the taxpayers in their district will have to come up with higher texes 4o fund
their pay reises? The point is thet eny seorifices necessary because of the econom-
ic mess the cowtry is in should be applied to everyame -~- indluding teachers snd
Gtmg;ressmen. TWhether teachers. ere worth their saleries is snother guestion, and my
sommént on that would be that memy mre, but lots aren't. I think Howard has a good
point whem he says that better pay for teachers shauldn't eutcmiatically mean higher
saiaries for administraters.: I think you may be<cenfusing a dyke with a dmn.- 1he
dike runs along the riverbenk (I guess the Southron SAPS“Wwould o»1l It a leves).
:keeps the river in its chennel instead of allowing it to'spreoad out over the adjo.tn-
ing dourtryside, 55 the cu¥rent. runs faster, so ther: s = ‘higher floed orest downs -
stremm because they get nll the floodwa*ﬁer in & shosser period of time.: Comprenda?
. # Is the Red Cross blood donor: program - affected by the uproar over ATIDS yet? Aco-
K3 “ording to Sunday's Philedelphia Inquirer, medics in‘thet ¢ity are uptight -because mn
a"pidamio of the disease seems to he starting there, end apperently they don't have”

any redl olues to wha‘b oauses it. Like Legimnaire's Disease (which was JJ_I'E'i" s,pot-
- ted i:n the same ui+y, inoidently) all over aga’ln. ' v e o

"GOLLEETOR (DeVore) “'Saw the effeot of postal centrrlizntlcn tere las-l- week when w

' i gob that 14" smowstorm on Tridey night. 4s I told Leigh, I

. (against my bebter judgement ) mangged o get to work Saturday morning (in- al milar oir-

~ oumstances last year I ended up in a ditoh halfway down the mountain). But with the
Interstates olosed wy the sterm, mc meil had oome in from Harrisburg so thore was
nothing to do. {Mail a letter from Riverdide to Danville, just over the bridgé, smi -
it will go into the Riverside sack, be pioked up that. evening by a truck from Pan-
ville, taken there snd put on a truck to Harrisburg where it 'is sorted and postyerle—
ed, then oome wadk to Denville the next day where it will finally got delivered.)

__ ﬁnyway, I suggeated to Mary, the supervisor, thet I take off and come beck in Monday

" ‘when’ presmnably thers'd e a two days' Tosd from Harrisburg to sort (I was taking &
san of heating ofl to ny sister-in-law the mther side of Danville after work, 80 it
didn't involve any extre oommubing). But she wes horrified by the idea, 'What if an

" . dnspector: ceme in her's Monday and found you working hours that are on your time card

- for Saturday? She'a gbout ready to retire and is s bit paranoid about postal in-
gpectors, I guexs., & least, she's the only person around there ‘'who keeps warning
everyone. that they might be.-wa‘hching everything we do., So I spent the-two-hour 'shift
gelling a coupls buoks worth of stamps, sprinkling salt on the aidewalk, dusting comn.
ter tops, end such (ndturslly, Mary insists that you gotta LOOK busy even if Jou ar

‘nat), and loft it to her and Jehn to handls whetever turned ap n Monday. Maybe tiey
weren't busy then, either. The Blooms'burg carrier made his rounds ‘Monday but allhe
had was 3d Class. presumably left ever from theé previous week, so I assume the trucks
f'rom Harrisbrurg, ‘didn't geb to Bloomsburg in time for the meil %o e sorted, for Hon-
day delivery. (I hadten te assure the taxpeyin~ me snibers of SAPS that it is a raré
day indeed that I don't spend every minute of my shift sorting mail at a- fran‘bio :Pate
wotween 1nterrupbions to tend to cus+omers at the window.

B-POD BIPED #ﬁ (Joh.nson) The Bell Bend nuclear plan'b hed an emergency drill sched-
: uled for last weekend. They postponed it because of tle
‘gad weather. ]’:Isw 1f they can only arrange to do thet with e real EMOTEZENOY e s o +
Your accounts of your apparently hectic life are most enjoyabid,  ## Did T ever tdl
you - about the time I was writing about memorehle rerarks end attributed Veni Vvidi,
Vict" to Julius Caesar efter his conquest of Gaul? SBoy, did I get straiglrbened out
orx - Roman history »y S.&PS in the next ma-Lling\ ' : . ' :

m: NOTHING MAN #3 (Tosxey) Ten birdies im June end only 2 in July? Sounds 1ike

. " Wirdies af¢ an endsngered species. 74 Ih case ya're
1ntemsted in, cheoking the library for the Casténeds expose, 1t's called Castanede's
Journey {Capre. Press, Sente Barbsra, 1976). (I finally located my li{brary catalog,
‘Three thick looseleaf binders which had disappeared for several monthse ). According
.0 my records it's a 6x9 paperback, cover price #4.95.° The book 1tself lurks soms-
‘whers in tho-ettic, alas... on, yen, the author's'nemé 12 Richard PeMille. -
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SPEC‘I‘ATOR *14‘ (Lynch) "SAPS efton has i"s. e ana imns; this is obviously PRy oi‘

‘ . tho down sras.  Hewswa, -i% 'ls unusuallin thet the slump oan
not] ’bo ‘llamd o 'bhe OB, who has compokently nandled the -often thankless -jos of man-
aging this organization during her Suvse ywers in-office. As of this writing. (early
March) I knew ef at least-two old~bime memeors who heve reluotently volumteored to'be
gaddled with tho 2E -Joh 1'1‘ nacossery, so I'm sonfident we wlll . pmll -out. of -this alump
eventually, as SAPS hes. in past orisosw. _#4* Since postege cxpenses socem to be. running
about twenty dollars per mailing, $3.08 per yesr dyss would e mors appropriste then
two as SAPS dues (censidering the sdditional income.fram sale of surplus bundles, the
treasury should hold steady et that incom=:Jovel. Luckily we hsve enough reserve 1o '
endurs a few mailings et the 42 rate. If we oen bulld up the menbership to 25 or@,
I think 32 dues would ¥ .adeguatié. Of coirse, if ‘the members start burning out ¥ or

-, 49 . pages; por mailing, as some did beck in ths days when fenzine ‘publishing was a more

popular seotox of fandem -then it is .now, sur postame costs would oscalate -~ but of

oourse few would objeot . #orhig,hcr duse. for heftler maili‘lgs.' 4 Theré .are thres X(E

mombors -of 88%S at the moment (Toskey, BeVere, .and myself). A1l males,:you note. It
oagurs to me that.in past years SAPS. achiviby often pesked during the reéign of a fe-

male. 0@* ‘Nanoy Share was OE whon.we £irst topped 560 pages; Doroon Webbert was R

Por the 900-plus~-pago - 180th Mailing, ‘and bundles were thiock -and 1ivwely -durins the .

torms of Blinor Eushy snd Karen Anderseni. (Thig hes ‘boen .en unsubtle Male Sapian

Piggish attompt to instill inte the wmind ef some. ourro'n'b fe-nmem'&y the notlen of‘ -
ning for.office next 'tim wo élsot an OE) .

}_.BARSOCM #1 (Thiel) WELGUME} TO SAPS JOHN THIm 4 'ﬂhero did you gat tha olassic« Pein-
..+ - nish mimes papor? .ouka- 1ike the. kind ef stuff I used to buy
ten reams at & ti.mo ‘ly mell fron someplace in Wisoonsin.or thereabouts; wack in-the
~latbe Forbiba. With local. qj'a'l;i snary: stores asking. six buoks o reem for mimed paper
,tha‘h mi.a;h‘t be white-r end smoother,. Wuti-ne more suitehle for fenpublishing then the"
sort you 1:88., T .often- vainly wrack my memery for ths. brand neme =f the stuff I used
to use. a‘ﬁ# Raoial prajudicé* + 1 _have never met BTy Ne?ro faus, tho I understand sevw
ersl have sttended recent -conyontionse -:The _subject wag & major tople of discussion
,;_3,11 fqnzinea yoars ag¢, with a number of- (ruatnlv uou'bhern) fens defending the “pro-
1ntegra‘bion oulture of their aree. Buk most fensg, keing individualists es woll as.
members of & minority culture (scierce-fiotion fandam}, -have & tendenoy to rezist.
- thin]d-.ng in staraotypes, and anyone oxpressing rgoist views generally got jumped on
dvon dack in those days. i#nd ef course, theret!s the fdot thet when you oarry on ori-
fanac via the written word, ,you have no way of nowing what race -yeur cerrespondent
. belengs to upless Lo mentiens.it himself, . (Which somshow always réminds me ef how
surprised I was. when I met Redd Boggs at the. 1948 Toroon end feund ho had red hair:
Id assumed his nickname wes a. shortening of-.- Redford - or something of the sort, am
 bad d Mental picture ef him as a shor:, Yospectoolsdablack-helired kd.) ## I: hoate
to admit 1%, but for years I heve had a copy of Jemes' The: Turn of ‘the Serew and
" like  you, I'w tried several times to read it but soom gzave up. Could we ba olods?
## Hey, things must really have changed in FAPA if an inquiry puts. you:in danger.of
joining 4tl Not t00 meny yosrs ago it hed such a loneg end slow-moving weitlist thed
mest fans spent thelr entire careers on:the:PAPA waitliet and gafiated betore they
emr reaohod the tep.. Cauld AL be: that ALL-.apasiare in a S3APSlike slump? #H Your
‘ghgrj;fpage ‘format. 1nterents mo.. 1. assume those are 8trips:produced Wy trimming 1s
gal langt.h paper down %o, let.tersizé (miné. go for- grecéry-iists-and- scratdhpapar)
 The. questien ls, de you. haw to uge.a_.separate sHenoil -for each:one (at-the: ourrant
_price of stencils, that makes me, .Bhydder) or haye: yousseme method ef steneilling. .
sgvoral of 'I:hose quarter-—pages on-one .ghenoil and then xLunn ing thém off on khe s

-~




sbripst ## I think the problem with 2074 OF THE MCON is the difficulbty of gather.
ing current info on all those organizetions, esmecially since some ef thew ere LU
aceeptineg new membors end thersfore aren't espscinlly interested in yi-cviding Infe
to the editer of Buch a 1listing. I know thet I inquired abcit one of them and the
reply I got was thet there were no openings, ssk agein in a ysar or two, and mean-
whiis send a doller if I wanted & sampls meiling. No info abeut rules and require-
ments at all. It hes been my experlence thet moset apas will at least send you a
oepy of the 00 when you inquire about joluing, even if they don't have a membership
vacenoy at the mement. No wonder general fendom semstimes regsrds the apas as olossd
oliswes, Wt Again, welcome to S2PS, John: T csn see “heu BAHSOOM will we a valued
part of future mallinge... : :

SPACE WANDERER #7 {Jopmer):: A local leitei-to~the-esditi~v writer had amlmoat as gosd
an 4ddes as yours aboui whers to put the MX missiles.
He suggested heuling them around on the Conrail Lines that are pending absndonment
in this eres, hooking pessenger and freight cars on behind them, and thus not mly
improving rail service but allowing Conrail to make a profit so they can =%sy in bus-
iness, I was halfway thru his letter before I recognized that it was satire.
Gov. Thornburgh has come up with an idea to esse Pennsylvania's budget defieit. He
wantg to issue two-year renewals of driver's llceumses instead of the present one yar
(at double the fee, of course). His political opponents, plus the public, polnted
out thet this merely meens there won't he any money oceming in from license renewals
the followirng year, Wut he dessn't ssem Ly care., After all, thet'll be after the
sleotion:. % T've read all three of the Hitchhikerts Guide books, which the wife
end kids mll raved ever, but must sadly report T found them merely silly.  Seme with
Centaur Aisle. I'm not insisting that any ef these are poorlywritteu, merely that
they den'® anpeal to my current taste. Which is strenge, since I enjoy Marty Fleish -
man-type humor on TV, ms well as MAB-type humor in prirt. Anobher disappointment wes
C.JLherryth's Pert Eternity, in which the stwls woemed stilted, vhe characters wood-.
o, and the ending so confusing thet I 'm g»'»2 %o have to go back and read the last
.chapter or twe over again gsomeday in ordsr +to figure out just what happensd. One vi-
tal defect was that the beock is bmscd on the King Arthur legend, and even tho I'm
familisr with the generel outline ef that story as wresented in Tennyzon, from en Eng-
lish Lit class 35 ysars apgo, I didn't recall the deteils well enduch te follow all the
allusions in Cherryth's story. (BEither the Idylls of the King we studied was en ab
ridged version, or Cherryth is referring to the Wallory rather then the Temnyson ver-
sion of the legend: in either ease she should have detailed it more.fully for the ten-
efit of readers who know even less sbouv a2 subject then I do. A good story based
en B olassic saga or myth could caune me te reread the scurce, but I'm damned 1f I'11
read Beowulf or the Odyssey or M.rwve dtArthur keceuse it is necessary to do so in or-
der To understand whal e skf novel Is abouf. A competent suthor dcesn't put that
sort of demend on the reader, not leest kecause resding the source is plain ssking
for unfavera®le comparisons bebtween the litersry ability of the classic euthor and
the stfwriter. On the other hand I just reed Heinlein's Friday and thoroughly en-
joyed it because of RAH's unsurpassed ability to piecture In defeil the fukure soc-
jeties of his imaginatiin, even tho in the midst of this book I knew that it was 13
pssense & juvenile only with plenty of gretuitous sex mdded. About on the age lévwel
of Have Spacesuit, Will Travel or Podkayne of Mars, wut with Heinlein you aen imnose
or excuse a juvenile plet because of his sheer gerius at crsating suspense snd his
skill at cheracterization. Maybe I'm being unduly harsh on Cherryth end Adems, bub
then, while waiting for Mlg 147 to arrive I war rereading 0ld stfeines, and ourremt
gtf faces stiff competition when 1t is mateched wmgeinst Herbert's The Dogadl Exper-
sment or Dickson's Soldier,Ask Rot. Jl incidently, 1t was saddening to read thos
quarter-century old issues ef AMAZIFY end GALAXY and FANTASTIC end ANALOG, despite
all the sense-of-wondsr evoking stories in them, wecause the pulp paper has deter-
iorated so that it 1s now yellowsd and writtle, end tends to fleke off as one tries
to turn the page, except for the rotogravure seotions of ANALOG, whieh were selldly
stuek together and had to be cerefully seperated with a knife, not always success-
fully, alas. (I lnow the west hes been enthologized, but there is alsc charm in the
minor telee, where engineers do thelr math »n sliderules end specemen wonder if the
Lunar surface is fathoms deep in dust. Reminds the reeder how swift the ohenges sra.




Mar "1, lst Dey of Spring. . and according to the nvws, reteoit had 8 of snow Lodays
THt's not real springliko here, tho we did get our preciyitation in the form of rain,
with thunder even, a»2d the temperature got up to 50. Owell. we had some warmer days
then thet lest week, and I got the onion s&ts snd gugsrpeas into the ground, also the
sugarsnaps end a couple rows of potaboss. Guess :lsnting will be held up awhile now
tho until the groundiiries out some. Spothed & pair of bluebirds, a downy woodpeo ker
a pair of cerdinals and a rokin at the #irdbath this morning {not all at once, silly,
- which is another sign of approaching spring. The cggplants end tomestoss Nancy atart-
od a few weeks back sre & +tall already {our.solar sunporch works greac), jeez, 1£'ll
be enether 8 weeks before~they can go out inte the ground. Thet means, T guess, I've
got to build some kind of plestic-covered cloches s¢ they can be moved oubside socom T
to make room for the rest of the oncoming seodlings...

TEMERATRE #5 (Ziolke}: ®ne of the litfile tuswns you list in your werking itinerary
rings a faiut bell: Muscle Shoals. Isn't that the site of
one of the earliest TVA hydroeleciriec projects? Seems to ms I remember reading abmt
it in Popular Science and places like that way back befors WW IL. ** ARG Con: Bis
cults Por breakfast, now there's a Southern custom this Yeankee would be glad %o adw
dopt. Beats ele soggy cereal anyway youlock at it. Unfortunately, the only way I'd
got fresh biscuits for breakfast arouad here is to bake ‘'em myself -- otherwise, the
only time I get 'em is when same are left over froum the previous evening's supper.
I eat tem with butter end peanut butter., Is thet in accordance with Sarthern Lra-
dition, or would it get me lynched in Tennessse? #*% Games: I suppose if you have a
persenal oomputer vou can uso Gemes Theory (the methemeticsl discij;iine) and meximize
your strategy, or wouldn't that be ethical? Or do they work liku poker, where you
study your opporents in order to figure out what they'll try next? **x Electricity:
The Public UHility Commission is currently holdiweg hearings around the state on PP 's
request for a 48% rate increase {(now that Unit 1 at Bell Pend is ready %o go on 1lim ).
tne bhing brought out at the hearings is that it won't be just a 40% incresse in rate-
payers' electric bills. A representative of a locel school district pointed out tlet
at least & T-mill inerease in school texes will be necessary if the incrdsase is gremt-
ed, end the ssme applies to municipal taxes because they hawve to buy electricity feo
street: lighting and such. Local industriel and regriculturel people testified it will
result in incremsed prices for their products. i spoke at the local meeting, point-
ing out that Reagen had frozen Cost-Of-living increuses for Federal workers as well
as pensioners, and many workers wera agreeiny To conhracts. thet cut beck wages be-
oasuse of the rewession, and a rate incrssse at this time would not only be infletion-
ary, but a herdship %o en erea wherc unemployment is "5% in some areas. (No doubt
the inorease will be approved nevertheless). One enterprising localite is distrib-
_u‘bing bumper shtickers reading SHAME ON YOU, PP&L!

ZAP Winter 8¢ (Briggs): We didn't get any trick-or-tresters last Hallows'en eithe .
_ I suspect the custom is dying out because of the widly-

publicized incidents of boobytrapped treatiz. Around here, Catawissa holds & big pan
ade on Hallows'sn, %o give the kids scnething else %o do. ** The local libre ry ac-
cephs any books (hardcover or paperback). If they dontt want them for circulation
they sell them at an annual book sale to reoise funds. Thet seems the sensible way to
do it. % The thing that worries me about the prssent administration is thet sooﬁer
or later they will decide that the way o #Zet the econemy out of the doldrums is to
get involved in a wer. After all, they're fco old to have to do the fighting them-
selves. (So em I, T hope, but my sons aren't). Someone commented about the new Viet
Nam memoriel in Washinghon that with all those thousends of names engraved on i%t, ouv
one is the neme of m member of eny Congressmen's family. ** I'm trying to find hekto
ink kecause. I developed & process yeasrs ago for combining mimeoc and hekto to give
multi-colored artwork without separete press runs for each color. And with about L/IO
the lebor involved in using masks snd spetterpaint, which is the only other inexpen-
sive way to reproduce multicolor artwork. Agree that hekbto for text is best left for-
gotten in the mists of history. ** I'm reglstered as an Independent. Unfortumetely,
thet keeps me from vobing in the primaries, whioh is where most of ths worthy con-
tenders fer office get eldminated. Have never wvobed » streight party ticket im my

life. Throw the rascals ‘out (end vote B new Bunah of rasasls in) is my attitude.'



THE GOLONTAL COMMENTATOR 4 {(Bdinonds): Very interesting account of your trsvels a-
round SE Auvstrelia. With Shs aid of sn atlas
T wes mble to follow your journey pretcty well, even tho ~Fux of vhe smaller fewns' and
almest none of the roads were shown. Inoidently the forest fires in that area were
exténsively covered wy newspapers and TV back in Janusry or February. Disasters al-
weys interest the news medie. Is drought the reason behind the dust storms, or can
part of ths blame be laid on evergrazliig and/or plewing of lands suitabdle only for
grezing, which was caused the Aust Sowd conditions in the U.S. back in the Thirties
¥% -10% is plenty cold snouzh to make you hate winter; around here it occasionally
zets dewn te - M7, btut only for a day or two (or nights, mere eften) each winter.
Last month(Feb) the minimum weekly average wes sbout -15% (17°F ~- I'm converting
mentally, so I don't voush for the accuragy of the scomracison). We're lucky, being
on & mountain: our nighttime lows ere seversl dogrees warmer then in the valleys.
Sinoe the weabthser patterns sweep from West t- East across the corrugstions of the
Appalachisn range, which runs more or less ‘North-Seuth, deteiled weether prediction
for this region is mostly guesswork anyhow.. There ere too many local verlations.
#% I1literacy: 4An article in the Philadelphia Inquirer & ocouple weeks ago seld that
if every literste adult in Philadelphia sgreed to tubter ene illitersate adult Phile-
delphian, there wouldn't be enough tutors fer the job. The »ig cities must e get-
ting more like jungles every yeer. Come %o think of it, Nancy tells how she wss
discussing books with Mike one dey when the neighbors' kid {in high school) contrib-
uted to the cenversation dy proclaiming tHhet once he had read a whole beok.  And not
long r2o & prominent educational expert ennounced fhet, with TV, there is no longer
an essential need fer people tae be able to read and write. (Of course, that wes just
an rbterhion-grabber for whatever educational theory he wes pushing, I guess}. ** The
troukle with having the Federsl gewrument collect the taxes (at lsest in the eyes of
opponents f such s system) is thet the agency comtrolling the cash can dictate etmd-
ards whieh must be met ®y the States in order to quelify for their shere of the funds.
For exampls, the Pennsylvenia stete leglislature doesn't think emission testing of ex~
haust gesses 46 a necessery part ef motor vehicle inspections, but Washington withh&ld
huge chunks of Federsl highway construction funds until they gave in snd rassed a low
requiring it, st least in metropolitan erems of the state, TIt's all part of the e-
ternal States! Rights v.s. Federal control which seems to be bulilt into the U.S. Con-
stitution. (Does Austrelim have a written comstitution?) .

COSMIC DEBRIS 19 (Lynch): Isn't THE DARK CRYSTAL supposed to be simed st children?
- Of courss. that's ne excuse for slow pacing, unless the
producer hed seme errcneéus netior or hew quiekly children can grasp an idea.

STALKING THE WILP ECTLIPEZ (®.Lynch): Excsllent shotos, Dick, even in photocomy. Too
®ad we don't have any colonists up there to ro-
port how it looked from the other end...

KITHARA No. 1 (Davis): WELCOME TO S2:3, HANK DAVISI with an introduotory zine of
high mality indeed, ## Yeur discussion of Blish's novels
wes great reading (tho I must confass I've not read them, enly a couple of ti® stor-
iles whlch were incorporabe’ ints the series. But enyone whe snjoys Blish and Bein-
lein has %o have testes in stf similar fo mine, which 1s refreshing to find in this
decndent age. Speaking of which, the Phile Inquirer beok section trests stf as a
respoctadle renre ef literature, on a level with mystery stories at lesst. T don't
knew if that is trus ef obher publications newedays: most I've seen just scem to
$enore stf as much as possible. Bubt serious criticism of stf has 4its drawbeoks, te ,
judging from a lengbhly critique ef Doris Lessing's Cenopus In Argos, Archives,
Bocuments Releting to Tho Sentimental Agents in the Vedyen Tmpiro (Fuesf, 168 pp,
$1<.95). (A title like thet tells you already this a2in't ilkely OUR type of stf).
The roviewsr seems to regerd 1t es more a stetement of philosophy then e story -- e
near as I can make sut it is a politicasl setiro. The critic says, " .. true o her
philesophy thet langusge is a dengereus wespon, Lessing reofuses to weild it ageinst
her readors. By avolding any easy emotional hocks, such as charsotor er pict, she
insists thet we respond to the novel on its own sbstract, intellechtusl terms.  Gives
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~ny lover of stf ths old urge to rush right cut end get the vosk duwsn’t i%? Eoh.
44 "The mein purpose of the law is ts mrke lewysrs woeif%hy... you say. By a genu-
inedly strangs colnoidence, we were just astified tedsy that the law sometimes werks.
As readsrs of my last issue nohed, it was somcwhat truncsted because I had to spend
much time on sn incident last Janueairy where a neighbor's dog killed or ren off two
of sur chickens and five goess. (Ws lafer recovercd twe of the geose by running an
aé in the Lost & Found colurm -- essisted by e mention in, of a1l pleces, the news-
waper's weather report. Remember I said this papor requlres its meteorclogist to
{mpersemutes duck? He couldn't resist inserting m peregraph in his ferscast to the
affsct that themissing geess were probably heeded s wuth for the winter). Anyway,

we were still missing three grey Africen two yoar old goese (femnles) end two Light
Brshma cockerels, snd the neipghbor whose dog did the damerge refused o oompensete w
for them, so we filed suit in Smell Claims Court for #150. (At the time we figured
that a fair valus, Wased on the ocost of feed we had invested in them. Leter we |
learned geese of that type ars quite rerely offewed for sale (just like chigkens,
you can't buy hons until the end of the leying seesen when farmers oull their Flooks )
and the only hatohery thet would quote & price at all wented 4105 & wird for themt
Anyhow, what the ¢ase bolled down %o wes thet we ceught the dog in our yard thet
night, tied it to a post while we phoned neighhors to try to identify it, and by =
magal fic.nt fluke of -luck I went back outside in time to see 1ts owner untying it,
{If not for thet, we'd probably never heve known whose it wes). A Few minutad lster
I checked the goose pen and . found it emphty, and hunted frultlessly siouwit the fields
and woods with a flashlight. Next morning et daylight I chsgked again, found me

of our six geese in the strawshed, unharmed, snd one rooster dead on the boundary
botween our land end that of the dcg'showner. So witea [ phoned him sﬁd asked what
he intended %o do sbout 1t he replied You can't prove my dog did i, and I got m
the phene to the State Dog Warden, who~came out, locked at the e¥¥dense, and when .
the nelighbor suggested the rooster hed been kllled by a fox told him 'No, that wesn
a fex, it was a dog -- a wig 4dog. (The deg in question is a Huskey)s And then he
wrote him ouf a ciftetlon for lefting his dog runlloese. But thers was, of course,
no eyewitness to the actuel killings. To cep matters, about a week later we caught
che same dog in our yard abttempling to dlg into the duek pen, this tims in daylight.
I hruled him inte the car and drepped him off =t the SFCA whers his ewners had. %o
retrieve him.

Anyhow, come hearing day Nency and Mike and T ceme to court emed with
all the svidence we could think of, ineluding s map of the aree concerned, snd even
g certificete showing thet our watchdog had been speyed s ocouple yeers back, in @ se
they wanted to blame her for luring thé Huskey into the yard: This was the first
time any of us hed ever been in e civilien eourt, tho I hed extensiwve experience with
military courts—maertial inthe Army. The other side turned wp with the town's lead-
ing lewyer to represent them. {(Strike-One) The Liog Werden, our mein hope of brins-
ing out the faots, failed to show up. In fect, the lawyer toldus, he had ween call-
ed §way on urgent Pusiness to Will mmsport and wouldn't be sh hend st all. (Striks
Two) .

" Are vou going to conduct your own ease?” the Mustioce asked me, and I enswer-
ed “Yesq Ma'tem,' suddenly realizing what yox hire lawyers for: so you can sit back
pnd~listen while EEEX figure out what gquestions to ask ef the witnesses.

) 1 1P First the
defense produced registratich wapers showing bthe wife owned the deg (which made me -
extreme’ly grafeful .to the lawyer we had oonsulted, whose only sdvice {aside .from go-
ing to Smell Cleims. Court rather then Common Pleas Court had been to file the suit
against beth husbend and wife, not just the husband alone). He'!'d also said we would
not nesd a laywer -- and didn't charge a consultetion fee either.; (4t times during
+he ensuing events I recsalled .the old saxings,f"ﬂe who aregusgs his own cese hes »
tool for & client,” not to mention "Free advice.is wath every pemny it costs.”)

So in turn, I, Nansy and Mike took £hs stand anl described what we had seen snd dom
in detail, as well as presenting evidence ol the value of the missing birds and the
money we had spent in feeding them during their lifetimes, Defonse cross-examination
centered on the fact that no one had seen the dog mctually chesing or sttacking. any
of our .poulkry, that the dog was friendly end wlayful retlier tlian Blhirestemiung howard



us, that there might have been other, unsceon degs ocut there in the darkness, and
most of all, that none of us hed seen mny blood or festhers on the dog's faco. This
wed a beeutiful bit of wsychology -- after ewhile everyome, inmcluding us, wes plo-
furing & dog that had just killed at lemst ome rooster as ncssssarily looking like
Drsbuls in & B-movie. (Later we reelized thet when a iog kills a chicken there is
usually not even e visible wound, let alone grentemovnbs of blood. A dog ususlly
¥ills sny small creature by biking its suinal cord, shaking it, and thus breeking
tts neck.} Luckily, without realizing its significence, all of us had previously
mentiensd thekt we had hendled the ceptured dog as neerly at arm's lengbth 8S possible
becruse it hed ebviously beon rolling in fresh horse menure {(the neighbor keeps a
couple of horses). Bub the defense did keep ue from Loshifying as to what the Tog
Warden had saild, on the grounds that it wes hearsey, tno I wes allowed %o describe
his physical actions, where I did the ®est T could by dasuribing how he had looked.
at the dead bird, ¢alled his assistant ovor %o sxemine it also, then apprasched the
neightor, pulled a ped of forms from his prokst, wrote something on one, tore off
the top sheet and hended it to him. I bhed to . admit I didn’'t know whet he had writ-
ten, but I think the inference wes pretty obvious.

Then the neighbor was put on tie
stand snd testified how gentle and uneggressive the dog was, and thet it had never
bethered any of his livestock or poulbry (a 1ie: we've heard from his own kids thet.
it had killed most of his chieckens and otler small animels. But we didn't have any
proof of that)., Thet's where a skilled cross-aezsminer counld have torn his etory to
shreds, though; he was a very nervous witness. But I didn't know how tq go stout it
so tho oppertunity passad.

The defense concluded with a summery full of legal
¢itations, including ones that supposedly indicated we had sued under the wrohg law,
against the wreng person, and should heve filed a c¢leim against the State instesd o
the owner of this dog who just heppefisd o be in the yerd the night ocur wirds ven-
1shed (or maybe got kKilled by & fox). In my brief summary (I couldn't think of wuch
to sy I hedn't elresdy seid) I emphasized thet we weren't accusing the deg of kill-
ing anything except the one rooster, we msrely olaimed his owner was responsihle for
his driving off the missing birds.

The Hmstice announced thet we would be notified
of her decision within 5 dsys, and the other side left ths court congrrtulsting the
lewyer end smch ether on having democlished our cese, while we went glumly home point
ing out %o each other erll the points we'd failed *to make.

: J 8o it was a rather unex- -
pected and pleasant surprise to get s notice this morning thet we had been awarded
dameges in the smount of #172. As I said to Nancy, 'Well, that's what judges are
for, to listen to beth sides and decide whioh ene is~lying eand which 1is tellinzg the
truth. Incidently, suddenly thers are no .stray dogs rosming around this area --1
guess the word has spread... (Now the other side has 80 days to decide whebher te
pay tlhe judgment er to appenl; thet'll We too late to tell you this mailing how i%
gll comes out. Stey tunedi) ¥ IP you're still with me, Henk, let me eenciiude +his
digression’ by assuring you that 38 is practically juvenile oompered to some of the
old i;iies in SAFS, end furthermore, ['m loocking forwsrd to reading future issues o
KITH Cl

£ ~ 1
THE BELLIGERANT BELLE, 0O'CO'SEL (Stefl): . Maybe you can get a clearer idea of nu-
: c¢lear physics if you visuslize 1%t as =
room full of fans. New, ef course, there will be, here and there, groums of BNF's
hmddled together, ®ecause they are stronglystfiractsd to each other. Those sre call-
od nuolsi. Incidently, they come in twe sexes, protons snd neutrons, and when the
number of males oquals the number ef femeles, the group is very stable. MIrifting
around the fringes are LNF's called electrons, which are indistinguishable frem one
snother. Most of them are bored, so this is cellsd g Bohr rtom. But if an electron
(er LNF: leaves one group and joins snother, it chenges the neture of doth groups.
The sex ratic will ne longer be balenced, so the xroup will heve-palatdiraction for
some other group where the unbalencs is ef the epposite gender. Also, if a very ei-
ergotic BNF crashes into & stable group, the sheor foree of his arrivel may- shatbor
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the whole group and send its. protone. and nautrous scatfering in all directions.
Maybe Jim can cerry this analogy further four you... #  Mobher garden trick thet
worked for us was to teke l/T x 1-1/7 boerds {salvaged from old pallet lumber) and
nail them together into & rectangle about %-1/5 ft x 6 ft, “hen use six 3-ft lengtis
and » ridgspole to make e sort of puptent-shaped frame, which we cowersd with clesr
plastic, leaving the ends open. These were lighit enough to carry around wherever
we nesded them, and didn't have to be weighed down to keep the wind fram ®lowing
them over, unlike squere-shaped coldframe covers. They lasted about & years before
the wood on the bettem rotted encugh so they fell to pieces. (For ncld uights we
proppsd weards scross the ends, etherwise the ends were left oren. )

ORICH RISES #6 (Woosley)? Spesking of rubber-hand-;:iwered spinning epace stations,
: i I spent seversl minutes trying to visualize a system

where liquid falling from the axis to the rim would drive turbines thus extracting
power from the centrifugal force, buiu soon reaslized that, just es with perpetual
netlon gravity-powered devices on the Barth's surface, you'd need some way to pipe
the lijuid Back to bhe axis. But jeeszs, trylng to picture the forces involved left
me with a spinning brain and crossed eyes befere 1 reamched that conolusion! ## How
about A TV series featuring a med evinl methematicisn who dstbles in the cocult? It
could we celled The Witch of Agnesi.

THE NOTHING MAN #4 (Toskey): Why net cer:ry seme sert of heating devioce around the

gzolf sourse Lo warm the well before driving i%? Or
wouldn't thet we oonsidered Z4AIf cricket? ## The trouble with unionz ie that they
are exempht from the sort of laws that prevent employere from combining forees to e-
ochieve their ends. What is the difference between two sficelmakers oonspiring to fix
the price of steel, and an industry union striking all the steel plants in order te
force a uniform wege scale on ell smpleyers of steelworkers?

B-POD BIPED (Johnson)}: Busy streehs after midnight -- ah, you 1live in another uni-

verse from mine. Cetawissa hes two traffic lights, and one
of those is Tthe kind thet s%ays green for the main highway unless a dar coming from
the cross street ftriggers it. (The other is st a 5-street intersection where two
state routes interssct). (They switoh that one to blinking red & ysllow at 11 p.m.)
After six p.m., or maybe nine ».m. on Priday, the shopping night, the streets are
all but deserted enyway. Even the parking spaces are mostly empty, except henr-tie
taverns, or the parking lots of the Elks Club, VFW, and American Legion. Bloomshur
is a larger town (abort 10,0 pop.) and not euite that deserted, but after ten D e
there is hardly any traffic 'en the streets there, either. You oity slickems would
think they were ghost towns. Most of the serious accidents happsn on the Interstate s
and involvs trsotor-trailers. A% any rate, I'm glad your collision turned out as
@gnaficial to you es it did.

COLLECTOR (DeVore): Howard, you ought to run for a posi tlon on the Dearbern Sehoodl

Board next election; +there might be enough other people in the
commumnity who agree with yourviews so you ean get sleoted., It sure sounds like pol-
ities around thers needs clesning up. The school bosrds arcund here aren't a Wuneh
of crooks {(as far as I knew), and seem to be doing the best job they oani the prob- '
lem is that between the power of the teachers' unions and State regulstions, they
don't have muoh leeway to acoomplish anything. #% Neorf fime there's a big con in
the Detroit arem, why don't you hold a fennish sarsags sale? You could turn ell-the
old typers end mimeos end presses end wheln.os inhko C*A¥S+H, thus seouring your rep
utation as a huckstar for years o nome. ## Keep up the cartoon and comic strip re-
prints, they.are hilarious.

- &

Which winds up comment on Mlg 147. Ch, one thing I wented to mention about
the Greeksz and rainbews in dewdropd...wesn't it the Gresks who liket lots of foun-
tains in their gerdens (er wes that the Romans?). #&nyway, before garden hoses were
invented, spray from a faountain was probsbly the most common place to see little
reinbows, and obviously those exist invisibtly in the air and are only gliwmpsed whan
they happen to get wet. Whant kind f sptioanl Lheory woald THAT lead =7
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